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Dear friends, 

The merry month of May Is upon us, once again. A happy golden time when Spring is at its 

height. Warmth seeps into the land, with abundant new growth of buds, blossoms, and infant 

fruit too.  

Just as the fields, woods and hills respond to the season, so do we in our community of faith. A 

big time of renewal will be here shortly with pastoral change on the way. July will find me at 

Palo Alto First UMC while Pastor Audrey is welcomed back to St Helena UMC. Change is never 

easy, but it always has many gifts as well as challenges to offer a community. For it is in our 

relationships with one another that we find the spirit moving, calling us to be transformed, to 

be changed. 
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In worship on Sunday, I see one church, one body of Christ, while at the same time I see all the 

different people who make up this one body. Each of us is an autonomous organism which 

functions, in many ways, independently of the rest. The independent self is typically who we 

identify with, what we think of ourselves as being. Yet this is only partially true. We are not truly 

independent; in fact, it is quite the opposite. Without the shared air we breathe, the food we 

grow and consume, the water we pump out of the ground that runs through pipes into our 

homes, without all of this and so much more, we could not survive for any length of time. Each 

one of us, though seemingly discrete individuals, outwardly independent of one another, cannot 

succeed or flourish in this life without the larger body. 

On the surface, it is through relationships, as in family or church or business or shared interests 

that we thrive and become more vital. On a deeper level, it is through our awareness of each 

other, our curiosity about and our empathy for one another and for the shared moments when, 

forgetting our differences, our spirit awakens, and we are changed.  For this is how we know 

each other when we find real connection. It can be easy to forget, but humans are deeply 

relational; connectivity is central to how we function. 

But it is not just humans that need connection. God is relational too. 

God consistently reaches out to us, to connect, though we may often miss it. In connecting with 

us, God finds such joy, such meaning, and such fulfillment from sharing in and being part of our 

lives.  My experience is that when we speak and share and communicate with each other, we 

are also doing the same with God. And when we pray and worship and give ourselves to God, 

though it may seem apart, we realize a richer connection not only with the spirit, but also with 

humanity. The sacred and the profane may look to be polar opposites, but in truth they are so 

closely connected, so interwoven, that the line between the spirit and the flesh is for all intents 

and purposes indivisible. 

We each have much to offer, yet alone can only do so much. But when we join in love and faith, 

great things can happen. 

With God's guidance and grace, let us continue to create this vision of faith, planting it as a 

mustard seed in the soil of our lives, in the ground of this community.  

Blessings to you all, 

Burke 

 

Worship calendar- 

Our religious life is closely intertwined with the rest of existence. By practicing our faith, we 

more closely align with spirit, allowing us resiliency, hope, and greater strength. For May, the 

worship series begins light heartedly with a focus on humor and joy. Then it’s time for Mothers, 

followed by a closer look at some of the women who play important roles in the New 

Testament. Hope to see you in church! 
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Sunday May 7 
Holy Communion and Children’s Worship 
Sermon- Holy Humor Sunday 
Music- Ron and Esther Brunswick 
Scripture-John 15:9-12 
 
Sunday May 14 
6th Sunday in Easter 
Sermon- Mary, mother of God and Mother’s Day 
Music- Mike Greensill 
Scripture- Luke 1 
 
Sunday May 21 
7th Sunday in Easter 
Sermon- Mary Magdalene 
Music- Elle Wheeler 
Scripture-John 20 
 
Sunday May 28 
Pentecost 
Sermon- Elizabeth, Candace, Dorcas and many Mary’s: women of the New Testament 
Music- Terry Winn and Jeffrey MacFarland-Johnson 
Scripture- Acts 9   
 

Film night-Weds 5/24 at 6:30 pm- To Have and to Have Not, 1944, Warner Brothers 

A wartime story of intrigue set in the Caribbean, featuring Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall  in 

her debut, to Have and to Have Not is entertaining, fun and full of sexy dialogue as Vichy 

badguys and Resistance agents duke it out.  Howard Hawks directs Bogey and Bacall resulting in 

several levels of fine-tuned romantic chemistry -- all of which ignite on screen. Highly 

recommended! Bring your dinner and enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Also, a Family Film Night is planned- most likely a Friday at 6 pm- More details soon! 
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Committee meetings- 

In person at church- 

5/16- Trustees 3:30 pm 

5/16 Finance 5:00 pm 

 

Small groups- 

Deep book group- Monday at 11 am 

Vintage group- Tuesday at 1 pm (ZOOM) 

Silent Meditation- Wednesday at 4:30 pm (ZOOM) 

Bible Study- Thursday at noon 

 

Birthdays- 

8 Anita Cummings 
 

13 Beth Leeds 
 

15 Jack Rydman 

 

17 Burke Owens 
 

19 Susie Kaye 
 

25 Esther Sawyer 
 

31 Grace Kistner 

 

Prayer list- 

For Ben and Natalie DiMaio and the family of Char Butcher, on her passing; Karl 

and Linda Parker; Lisa Cox; Kevin Horowitz; Jack and Ruthie Rydman; Anita and 

David Cummings; Jan Frate; Lois Need; Tony and Carole Pietrangelo; and all our 

community near and far. 
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May prayer 

 For the mountains may leave and the hills be removed, but my grace will never leave you, and 
my covenant of peace will not be removed,” says God, who has compassion on you.  

      Isaiah 54:10  

 

May lines 

I know a bank where the wild thyme blows, 

Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows, 

Quite over-canopied with luscious woodbine, 

With sweet musk-roses and with eglantine: 

There sleeps Titania sometime of the night,  

Lulled in these flowers with dances and delight. 

              A Midsummers Night Dream 

For serenity - 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

the courage to change the things I can, 

and the wisdom to know the difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


