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Christmas Eve 2019

Christmas Eve Worship

A service of Lessons and Carols
This year’s Christmas Eve worship will be quite
special, with Joe Pesch singing and leading carols,
Elle Wheeler on piano and the Alphabet Baroque
Trio playing music of Corelli, Biber, Handel and
more. Come join this holy night as the story of
Christmas is told in scripture and song, greeting all
who come to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the
reawakening of creation. It will conclude with everyone singing Silent Night in unison, with candles
lit, as we welcome Immanuel, God is with us.
This special service will be held Saturday December 24th at 5 pm.

Thursday
December 15

Peace on Earth and Goodwill to all people!

Jack & Ruthie Rydman’s
939 Oakville Crossroad
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Dear friends,
In late autumn of
1843, a young writer
wrote a short novel,
optimistically intending it to be published in time for the Christmas
holiday season. The author, Charles Dickens, was
then 31 years old, married with four children and,
since beginning to write fiction full time, had published four best-selling novels in the space of seven
years. Yet he found himself in a highly pressurized
state professionally, creatively, and spiritually as
summer turned to fall that year. Practically and financially, he was struggling as the monthly sales for
his most recent serialized novel Martin Chuzzlewit
were quite poor.
Creatively, Dickens was not happy with the direction Chuzzlewit had taken. His earlier works tended to harmoniously balance light and comical aspects
along with grimmer elements in their stories. Yet his
newer work seemed awkward and lumbering by comparison. The very real social issue of child labor and
the government’s ineffectual policy towards it caused
Dickens a great deal of personal pain because of his
own childhood experience, leading him to take a
public action in response.
In October, Dickens made a speech at the Manchester Athenaeum to benefit that society’s work in
promoting education and social welfare for the working class. One particular phrase, made in reference to
the well to do section of the population, those who
often denied the importance of social welfare and the
end of child labor, is still quite affecting to read: “... I
know...my own heart dies within me when I see thousands of immortal creatures condemned, without alternative or choice, to tread, not what our great poet
calls ‘the primrose path to the everlasting bonfire,’
but one of jagged flints and stones laid down by brutal ignorance...” This speech, and the powerful audience response it received that evening, appear to be
the final push that resulted in Dickens actively, and
rapidly, writing A Christmas Carol.
A Christmas Carol in prose being A Ghost Story
of Christmas was Dickens’ answer to all the issues
that bedeviled him at that time. Creatively, it’s very
limited novella scale with its streamlined number of
characters and story threads enabled him to channel
the powerful themes of greed, redemption, social neglect and the family hearth into a beautiful package
(Continued on page 3)
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Advent 2022
This year, the worship series for Advent focuses
on Christianity’s constant and ever evolving
changes, as seen through Christmas, over the
last 2,000 years. From Nazareth and Bethlehem in the days of Mary, Joseph, and Elizabeth, to the monastic period in medieval Europe, on into the renewal of Christmas celebrations in the 19th century, ending with today’s
complete, if secular, embrace of Christmas, Jesus’ birth has been a constant. Join us in looking more closely at how the birth story of Jesus
continues to grow and change in new and unexpected ways.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ December 4th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
2nd Sunday of Advent—Peace
Children’s Worship Sunday
Communion

Scripture Isaiah 40: 1-5
Sermon

Christmas in 1000 a.d.

Music

Ron & Esther Brunswick

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ December 11th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
3rd Sunday of Advent—Joy

Scripture Luke 2: 8-20
Sermon

Christmas in the 19th century

Music

Mike Greensill

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ December 18th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
4th Sunday of Advent—Love

Scripture

John 1: 1-14

Sermon

Christmas today

Music

The Napa Valley Duo

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ December 24th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Christmas Eve — 5:00 pm

Service of Lesson and Carols
Joe Pesch
Elle Wheeler
ABC Baroque Trio

December 25th -

Christmas Day!
God be with you on this holy day at home!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ January 1, 2023 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Children’s Worship Sunday
New Year’s Day
Communion
Scripture

Genesis 1: 1-10

Sermon

Welcome to a New Year in Faith

Music

Ron & Esther Brunswick
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at the heart of the Christmas season. Dickens was
determined that the story would be a strong medicine to address the injustices of the day. Yet the tale
would need to be entertaining, captivating, memorable and full of life. Dickens’ own excitement and
creative drive is most evident in his unwillingness
to ever use only one adjective or comparison at a
time; not when so many more were available! This
is especially true in the third stave when the Ghost
of Christmas Present leads Ebenezer Scrooge all
through Christmas Day 1843. Dinners, shops, parties, processions, and even carols themselves are
described with breathless yet never wearying detail.
Dickens uses humor, often puns, to lighten the story
load or tickle the reader’s fancy, and he personifies
all he can, exaggerating and manipulating the Carol’s characters experience while entrancing the
reader.
Financially A Carol took time to be successful.
Once the idea of the story arrived, Dickens decided
to pay all costs of publishing, in order to gather all
the revenue. He chose high quality paper and binding, had special hand-colored illustrations and steel
plate drawings produced, and insisted on the addition of a gilt edge to the book. All this combined
with a smaller print run made for lower profits than
planned even though the run sold out within two
weeks of release and a second run had to be printed
in January 1844 to meet public demand. Though
initially Dickens made only a quarter of what he had
hoped, to his surprise, in time, the book proved to
be consistently popular all the year round. By the
summer of 1844, he boasted of “...a most extraordinary success; and it sells quite rapidly. It has been
reprinted eight times.”
What I find most compelling in A Christmas
Carol, from a spiritual point of view, are the parables, allegories, dream visions and most especially
as a text for dramatic reading. These elements have
encouraged its ongoing success for nearly 180 years.
One of the surprises is how often the traditional
moral perspectives or lessons of Christmas are
shifted, deepened, even turned on their head by the
author. A parable offers a lesson of spiritual truth,
typically one of tradition or community belief. Dickens’ parable is not the usual “it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God” but instead offers
another point of view completely by showing that
honest repentance and shouldering of responsibility
will offer rewards, perhaps even eternal ones, to
those who undertake their renewal, no matter what
their financial resources or personal history.
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Allegorically, A Christmas Carol explores the
journey of one man in life within a vastly sped up
manner, all of it taking place in barely twenty-four
hours with an additional twenty-four added in the
last few pages of the tale. Dickens’ ability to isolate,
then amplify the key experiences and relationships
in Scrooge’s life keeps a tight focus on the issues at
stake and highlights the actual value of his struggle
from childhood to youth to maturity. From the
point of view of the dream vision, Scrooge as the
main character is lifted out of his day-to-day existence and given the invaluable opportunity to see his
past, present and even potential future, thereby
slowly removing the blinders of his everyday identity and clearing his spiritual eye.
Dickens was not a church going man, but magically
reveals the hand of the Almighty, through the agency of the Christmas ghosts, thereby saving a lonely
miser’s eternal soul. As a result of this divine providence, Scrooge is given the greatest gift of all, that of
real perspective on his actions and motivations, to
look at himself with greater objectivity, enabling
him to consciously choose wisely and so become a
better man.
Never a religious adherent or spiritual believer
in the usual way, still Dickens did have a reverential
attitude toward God that he held throughout his life.
However, when it came to religious dogma or moral
niceties, whether for individuals or for larger
groups, he was impatient. Concerning the terrible
poverty, he saw across the land and lack of a concern from many Church of England believers, he
wrote, “...there is a kind of delicacy which is not at
all shocked by the existence of such things (as hunger and want), but is excessively shocked to know of
them.”
Rather than devotion to belief, Dickens’ perspective is one of active engagement, of doing to
others as you would have them do unto you. Christmas can be, “a touchstone… drawing forth the gold
of generosity ordinarily crusted over with selfish
habit, an earnest of the truth that our natures are
not entirely devoted to competitive struggle.”
Scrooge’s dream vision is one where the coin of the
realm is not gold but human kindness, not achievement in wealth or power but of the ability to do good
by sharing what one has with those who have less.
Ultimately it is the acknowledgement that all of us
are on the same path, leading from birth to death,
and sharing this journey which makes it bearable
rather than burdensome.
Dickens’ passion for justice, the righting of economic wrongs and the caring for the poor and destitute, aligned with a deep social responsibility--these
(Continued on page 4)
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are the social themes he advocated for, but it is his
spirit, his warmth, his humor and the always visible
heart on sleeve which make this story live and engage us over the many years since it first was published.
It is easy to forget that prior to the publication of A
Christmas Carol, Christmas was in descending
mode as far as popular celebration goes and had
been for quite a while. In England, the Puritans and
Roundheads of two hundred years earlier had intentionally banned the holiday’s celebration as irreligious and there is little evidence that it was practiced much at all in the Georgian or early Victorian
days. Certainly, it was not a major holiday; business
and government offices did not close; overall it was
seen as more of a short winter revel than as a religious or social necessity. Yet from 1844 on, Christmas began to grow year by year in importance so
that it soon became, again, one of the major holidays on the Christian calendar. And Dickens himself became so closely aligned with the holiday that
it was said he brought it back to life.
A Christmas Carol greatest popularity and spiritual success has been as a text for dramatic entertainment with more than 250 dramatizations, adaptations, musicals, operas, cartoons, and pastiches
presented between 1940 and 1988 alone. While
there are readers who revisit it in its original text
and format, many more know the story from its seasonal broadcasts or performances or being read
aloud or used as metaphor for one topical issue or
another. The power of the storytelling, with its true
to life, compelling characters maintain its currency
so that new generations see and appreciate the simple, yet effective way one man is renewed by his
own ghosts, from deadened, self-centered, greedy
ego to awakened, compassionate, generous soul.
Thank you, Mr. Dickens for translating the essential
lessons that Jesus taught 2,000 years ago into a
modern tale, that like the Gospels, never grows old.
Merry Christmas to all, and may God bless us, everyone!
B

God be with you on this holy day at home!
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Christmas Day
This year, as Christmas Eve is a Saturday
and Christmas Day on
a Sunday, all our worship efforts are with
the Christmas Eve service on the 24th at 5
pm and not hold a
Christmas Day service
on the 25th. However,
Sunday worship will
return on New Year’s Day, Sunday January 1st, with communion and children’s worship.
There will be special New
Year’s treats at Fellowship that
day, including mimosas, (nonalcoholic or with sparkling
wine), for all those who attend
in person. See you there!

Christmas Stars will be in place again this year for
all those who would like to place a star on the sanctuary Christmas tree in honor of a family member or
friend. For each star, please donate to Our Town St
Helena affordable housing efforts in our community! Beth Leeds will be in church after worship during Fellowship time to inscribe your star!
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WORSHIP
10:00 am

4
WORSHIP
10:00 am

Silent ZOOM
Meditation
4:30 pm

Book Study
11 am
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9

10

15

16

17

22

23

29

30

Bible Study
noon
Produce giveaway
4-6 at SDA church

5

6

7

8

Book Study
11 am

Vintage ZOOM
Group
1 pm

Silent ZOOM
Meditation
4:30 pm

Bible Study
noon

Progressive
Dinner 5 pm

11
WORSHIP
10:00 am

18
WORSHIP
10:00 am

12
Book Study
11 am

13
14
Vintage Group ZOOM Meditation
4:30 pm
ZOOM 1 pm

Trustees 3:00
Finance 5:00
Pastor’s office hours 10 am—2 pm
19

20

Book Study
11 am

Bible Study
noon
Christmas Tea
2:00 pm at the
Rydman’s
Produce giveaway
4-6 at SDA church

21

“A Christmas Carol”
Vintage ZOOM
6 pm
Group
1 pm

24

Christmas Eve
Service 5:00

Silent ZOOM Meditation
4:30 pm

Pastor’s office hours 10 am—2 pm
25

26

27

28

Pastor’s office hours 10 am—2 pm

31

Pastor Burke can be reached
via email at
burkeowens@gmail.com
text or phone at 707-3390766

For Lisa Cox; Karl and Linda Parker; for Char
Butcher; Ben DiMaio; for Bette Antor's brother
Tommy; prayers for the Chavez, Leeds, and
Pesch family at the passing of Aunt Mary; Jack
and Ruthie Rydman; Carolyn and Dick Woodson; David and Nancy Garden; Anita and David Cummings; Tony and Carole Pietrangelo;
and all our community near and far.

8
17

David Bluband
Lisa Cox

Weekly Small Groups
*
*

Book Study (in person) Mondays
10:00 am
Vintage Group
Tuesdays
1:00 pm
Silent Meditation
Wednesdays 4:30 pm
Bible Study (in person) Thursdays
noon

Let Pastor know if you would like to attend.
Join our small group for time of fellowship.
Join us for peace, quiet and spirit.
We continue our reading of the Book of Psalms

* Meetings are ZOOM & Pastor Burke will send you a ZOOM meeting invitation if you would like to attend.
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Stewardship Campaign 2023
This year’s campaign for next year’s budget has
been fruitful and I thank you all for your generous
planned giving to provide for the church in 2023.
If you have not committed yet, please do as soon
as possible so that our Finance team can build a
realistic general budget for the coming year. Expect to hear more about the 2023 general church
budget in January when it is presented at an allchurch meeting for your approval. Questions?
Please let Kevin Leininger or myself know!

In the bleak mid-winter

A Christmas Carol :
in prose, being a Ghost Story of Christmas
“A Christmas Carol” in its entirety, from the Charles
Dickens Edition of 1869, will be read aloud by Pastor Burke on Wednesday December 21, 6 pm, at the
St Helena United Methodist Church
Seasonal refreshments will be provided, with a suggested donation of $20, to support Our Town St
Helena affordable housing efforts in our community.
In the fall of 1843 London, author Charles Dickens
found himself in financial trouble after writing two
unsuccessful novels in a row. Desperate for a hit,
Dickens raced against the clock to bring a new kind
of story to life, as real-life inspiration and a vivid
imagination birth Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny Tim and
three Ghosts creating a story that enthralls and instructs neatly 180 years after its publication.
Come listen to an ever-fresh story of the season and
bring a friend to enjoy it with you!

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to
reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night
and day,
Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before,
The ox and ass and camel which adore.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.
What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.
Christina Rossetti
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Queen Victoria and Prince Albert with the
first Christmas Tree in England

Isaiah 9: 6-7
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
and authority will be on his shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
7 There will be vast authority and endless peace
for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
establishing and sustaining it with justice and
righteousness now and forever.
Bethlehem welcomes Christmas pilgrims in 1880

Celebration of Christmas in medieval times, Europe
Ben DiMaio & Teddy Bear
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